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The Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing, is a vegetated overpass currently under construction in Agoura Hills, at Liberty 
Canyon. The bridge will be a critical wildlife crossing, spanning the ten-lane Ventura Freeway, connecting the Simi Hills 
with the isolated Santa Monica Mountains. This visionary structure will preserve biodiversity across the region by 
connecting an integral wildlife corridor, and help save a threatened local population of mountain lions from extinction. 
When complete, the crossing will be the largest in the world, the first of its kind in California, and it will serve as a global 
model for urban wildlife conservation. Lauren Gill, Deputy Director of The National Wildlife Federation, California, and the 
Save LA Cougars Campaign will accept our Conservation Award. 

Charlie Wilken, Service Award, has been our outreach chair for four years and has tabled many events from Malibu to 
Hansen Dam to the LA River. He is very enthusiastic about the Merlin app and has taught college workshops on it as well 
as docent training classes. He teamed up with Art Langton about three years ago and they added Art’s taxidermy collection 
to the outreach mix. When Art passed away last spring, Charlie took on the task of organizing and maintaining the 
collection making it a focal point at our events. 

—Prior to the luncheon— 
Bird Walks: Join Alexander deBarros or Susan White, 10:00 AM, at the Nature Center. Alexander’s group will head out on the 

park trails. Alternatively, Susan’s group will go for a lakeside stroll to spot local birds and discuss the vital role native plants 
play in our ecosystem. 

Watercolor Workshop: Cassandra Cunningham invites you to join a nature journaling class at Heavenly Pond, a short walk 
from the parking lot near the Sooky Goldman Nature Center. She will explore color theory and practice plein air painting 
with the group. All experience levels are welcome. Meetup is at 9:30 AM. There is a $10.00 reservation fee, and the class 
is limited to 10 participants. All art materials will be provided.  

Photography: Birding with a Camera 101: David Barton will lead this session focusing on using the camera as a tool to 
improve your birding skills. The group will meet at the Nature Center at 10:00 AM. Please bring a camera and a guidebook 
if you have one. There is a $10.00 reservation fee, and the group is limited to 10 participants. Get Tickets 

Phainopepla

General Membership 
Programs 

We hope you will join us for our 
informative programs. 

 CLICK HERE, to signup and 
receive a link prior to all events.  

—————— 

SFV Audubon is honored to be a 
Founding Partner of the California 

Breeding Bird Atlas! Sign up today for 
their newsletter and find out how your 
eBird lists for the next five years will 

count towards this decade-long 
Citizen Science Project. Here’s a LINK 
to information about the project on our 
website and how you can participate. 

——————— 
—Reminder— 

No General Membership 
Meetings June—August 
See you in September! 

—————— 
Birdathon: It’s not too 

late to donate! 

Donate online at 
www.sfvaudubon.org 

Thank you for your support! 
—————— 

Become a member

Go to SFVAudubon.org


—————— 
To reach an event leader or 

board member call our 
Chapter Phone Number 

 (747) 237-3720  
Number is a Message Forwarding Service

You are invited to our Annual Awards Luncheon 
Celebrating our Volunteers and Partners 

Saturday, June 6, 2026 
Noon—3:00pm 

Franklin Canyon Park, Beverly Hills 
 Sooky Goldman Nature Center 

Honorees: 
Charlie Wilken, Service Award  

Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing, Conservation Award 
$45 per ticket /$80 for two (reserve by May 31)

https://www.sfvaudubon.org/zoom-event-sign-up/
https://sfvaudubon.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4508591157a3bf420038eb35f&id=bfa3a1e349&e=6b4e0bc64b
http://sfvaudubon.org
tel:17472373720
https://sfvaudubon.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4508591157a3bf420038eb35f&id=bfa3a1e349&e=6b4e0bc64b
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/aIZofKZuQIiTYKzihC4E9w
http://SFVAUDUBON.ORG
https://sfvaudubon.org/the-san-fernando-valley-audubon-society-2026-conservation-awards-luncheon/
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Calendar of Events 

  

JUNE 2026 
Saturday, June 6. Annual Awards Luncheon. Franklin Canyon 
Park, at the Sooky Goldman Nature Center, at 2600 Franklin 

Canyon Drive, Beverly Hills. Noon—3pm. Please 
join us as we celebrate our Honorees: Charlie Wilken, 
Chapter Service Award, and the Wallis Annenberg 
Wildlife Crossing, Conservation Award.  Tickets are 
available through May 31—don’t miss out! Tickets are 
$45 for one or $80 for two and may be purchased 
HERE. 

Sunday, June 7. Sepulveda Basin. 8:00—11:00 a.m. Directions: Exit 
the San Diego Freeway (I-405) on Burbank Blvd. Go west about one-half 
mile to Woodley Avenue and turn right (north). Travel about one-half mile 
to the second possible right turn (at sign for the Water Reclamation Plant 
and Japanese Garden). Turn right and go east about one-half mile to 
Wildlife Area parking at the end of the road. Park in the lot and walk past 
the low, rock-faced buildings to our meeting place on the other side of the 
b u i l d i n g s . L e a d e r : A l e x a n d e r d e B a r r o s , 
Alexander.deBarros@sfvaudubon.org. 

Thursday, June 11. Bird Sit with Nature Journaling, O’Melveny 
Park. 10:00—11:45 a.m. If you would like to mindfully connect with birds 

and all of nature, join us at O'Melveny Park—at the picnic 
tables near the bathrooms. (Rain cancels and moves it to the 
3rd Thursday.) What to bring: a cushion or a comfortable 
chair, a beverage/snack, binoculars, a journal, and something 

to write/draw with. This event is limited to 10 people. To reserve a spot, 
contact Teri Carnesciali at teri.carnesciali@sfvaudubon.org. Co-leader: 
Mary Lou Sharp. 

Saturday, June 13. Beginner Bird Walk. Second Saturdays. 8:00—
10:00 a.m. at the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve. (Note earlier 
start time) We welcome beginning birdwatchers, families, and groups by 
arrangement. This is a great opportunity to learn how to identify birds, 
their behaviors, and needs. You will also learn about the outstanding and 
currently challenged wildlife reserve. Each walk will vary with the interests 
of the participants. Binoculars are available to borrow. Please do not bring 
any pets. Wear sturdy shoes, layered clothing, and hat with a brim. Water 
and sunscreen suggested. Directions: Driving on Woodley Ave. north from 
Burbank or south from Victory Blvd., go ½ mile and turn east at the sign 
for the Japanese Garden. Continue straight (don’t turn into the garden) 
and drive past the cricket fields and around the tree in the middle of the 
road, continuing to the parking lot at the end of the road. Meet at the small 
amphitheater which is on the on the south side of the rock-faced buildings. 
GPS coordinates of parking lot: 34.179942,-118.472595. For more 
information, call Natalie Beckman-Smith at (818) 926–7825 or San 
Fernando Valley Audubon at (747) 237-3720. Heavy rain cancels. Please 
let us know in advance if you are bringing a group of people so we can 
provide enough leaders. If you have a large youth or special interest group 
we can try to arrange a walk at a different time to meet your needs.  

Monday, June 15. Board Meeting. 7:00 p.m.  
Sunday, June 21. Malibu Creek State Park. 8:00 a.m. Meet at the 
second (lower) day-use parking lot. Entrance to the park is on the west 
side of Las Virgenes Road, just south of Mulholland Hwy. Entrance fee is 
$12 per car. Leaders: Katheryn Barton and David Barton. 
kathy.barton@sfvaudubon.org. 

Saturday, June 27. Hansen Dam Birding. 8:00—10:00 a.m. 10965 
Dronfield Ave., Pacoima. Dronfield Ave. intersects 
Osborne St. approximately ½ mile south of Foothill 
Blvd. Turn into the park on Dronfield, and meet near 
the ranger station. Accessibility  is good for this site 
which is mostly on a packed dirt road. Leader: Pat 
Bates, pat.bates@sfvaudubon.org.  

Saturday, June 27. Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve Habitat 
Restoration. 8:00–Noon. SFVAS is continuing to work with our 
partners, the  Friends of the Los Angeles River (FoLAR)  and 
the  California Native Plant Society (CNPS)  on the ongoing Habitat 
Restoration efforts in the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve (SBWR). 
This group gathers every Fourth Saturday morning to work and weed. 
If you would like to get involved and get your hands dirty, this is for 
you! SFVAS offers an Audubon guided walk after the work. (Volunteer 
Walk Leaders always needed.) What is this all about? Please check 
the FoLAR website for latest details and sign up before attending this 
event. 

JULY 2026  
Sunday, July 5. Sepulveda Basin. 8:00—11:00 a.m. Directions: Exit 
the San Diego Freeway (I-405) on Burbank Blvd. Go west about one-half 

mile to Woodley Avenue and turn right 
(north). Travel about one-half mile to the 
second possible right turn (at sign for the 
Water Reclamation Plant and Japanese 
Garden). Turn right and go east about 

one-half mile to Wildlife Area parking at the end of the road. Park in the lot 
and walk past the low, rock-faced buildings to our meeting place on the 
other side of the bui ldings. Leader: Alexander deBarros, 
Alexander.deBarros@sfvaudubon.org. 

Saturday, July 11. Beginner Bird Walk. Second Saturdays. 8:00—
10:00 a.m. at the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve. We welcome 
beginning birdwatchers, families, and groups by arrangement. This is a 
great opportunity to learn how to identify birds, their behaviors, and needs. 
You will also learn about the outstanding and currently challenged wildlife 
reserve. Each walk will vary with the interests of the participants. 
Binoculars are available to borrow. Please do not bring any pets. Wear 
sturdy shoes, layered clothing, and hat with a brim. Water and sunscreen 
suggested. Directions: Driving on Woodley Ave. north from Burbank or 
south from Victory Blvd., go ½ mile and turn east at the sign for the 
Japanese Garden. Continue straight (don’t turn into the garden) and drive 
past the cricket fields and around the tree in the middle of the road, 
continuing to the parking lot at the end of the road. Meet  at the small 
amphitheater which is on the on the south side of the rock-faced buildings. 
GPS coordinates of parking lot: 34.179942,-118.472595. For more 
information, call Natalie Beckman-Smith at (818) 926–7825 or San 
Fernando Valley Audubon at (747) 237-3720. Heavy rain cancels. Please 
let us know in advance if you are bringing a group of people so we can 

   2

Reminder: RAIN CANCELS birding events. 
Groups of six or more, please contact the leader.

To reach an event leader call our 
message forwarding service 

at (747) 237-3720

No General Membership Meetings June-August


Have a great summer!

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/aIZofKZuQIiTYKzihC4E9w
mailto:Alexander.deBarros@sfvaudubon.org
mailto:teri.carnesciali@sfvaudubon.org
mailto:kathy.barton@sfvaudubon.org
mailto:pat.bates@sfvaudubon.org
https://support.folar.org/event/habitat-restoration-day-june/e652087
mailto:Alexander.deBarros@sfvaudubon.org
tel:(747)%20237-3720
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provide enough leaders. If you have a large youth or special interest group 
we can try to arrange a walk at a different time to meet your needs. 

Sunday, July 19. Malibu Creek State Park. 8:00 a.m. 
Meet at the second (lower) day-use parking lot. Entrance 
to the park is on the west side of Las Virgenes Road, just 
south of Mulholland Hwy. Entrance fee is $12 per car. 
Leaders: Katheryn Barton and David Barton. 
kathy.barton@sfvaudubon.org. 

Sunday, July 25. Hansen Dam Birding. 8:00—10:00 a.m. 10965 
Dronfield Ave., Pacoima. Dronfield Ave. intersects Osborne St. 
approximately ½ mile south of Foothill Blvd. Turn into the park on 
Dronfield, and meet near the ranger station. Accessibility  is good for this 
site which is mostly on a packed dirt road. Leader: Pat Bates, 
pat.bates@sfvaudubon.org.  

Saturday, July 25. Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve Habitat 
Restoration. 8:00–11:00 a.m. SFVAS is continuing to work with our 
partners, the Friends of the Los Angeles River (FoLAR) and the California 
Native Plant Society (CNPS) on the ongoing Habitat Restoration efforts in 
the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve (SBWR). This group gathers every 
Fourth Saturday morning to work and weed. SFVAS offers an Audubon 
guided walk after the work. (Volunteer Walk Leaders always needed.) 
NOTE: Start time may be subject to change. Please check the  FoLAR 
website for latest details and sign up before attending this event.  

Pat Bates Honored with San Fernando Valley United Chambers of Commerce 2026 Inspirational Women Award 
Pat Bates, was one of five local women honored at a luncheon, May 7, receiving the Inspirational Women Award. Pat earned a PhD 
in Experimental Psychology/Biology at the University of Arizona, recycled to a 35-year CPA practice as a partner at a local Encino 
firm, continues forays into the art world, and is happiest working outdoors. Pat has forged a long relationship with the Los Angeles 
City Fire Department, including helping with an LAFD native pollinator garden, advising on vegetation management, and 
participating in disaster drills and preparation. In 2025, Pat was selected to be the San Fernando Valley Fire Chief of the Year.  
Pat will begin her term as president of the San Fernando Valley Audubon Society in July, and is currently the chair of the Sepulveda 
Basin Wildlife Areas Steering Committee. A major recent SFVAS accomplishment was, with $15,000 of SFVAS funds and with the 
help of the Los Angeles Mayor’s office, Council District 6, the LAFD, Recreation and Parks, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
underwriting a pilot goat grazing project in the Sepulveda Basin. Congratulations Pat on the well-deserved recognition! 

Mississippi Kites at Dusk: A Lesser-Seen Behavior  By Ryan Carter, SFVAS Director-at-Large 

D uring a recent trip through El Paso and into New Mexico, I spent time observing the Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis) in an 
environment where they are seasonally present. Like many birders, I’ve always associated kites with their graceful flight, light, buoyant, 

and almost effortless as they move through the open sky in search of insects. 
But what stood out on this trip wasn’t their aerial hunting. It was what happened later in the day. 
As the light began to soften toward evening, individual kites that had been scattered across the 
landscape started to converge. At first, it was subtle, one or two birds drifting toward an open field, 
but within minutes, the pattern became clear. Several individuals gathered in the same area, 
settling into what appeared to be a communal roost. 

From a distance, the behavior might go 
unnoticed. The birds remained relatively quiet, 
perching high and spaced just enough to blend 
into the structure of the trees. There was no 
dramatic display, no large flocks swirling or 
calling attention to themselves. Instead, it was 
a calm, almost understated transition from 
motion to stillness. 
Watching this shift offered a different perspective on a species most often appreciated 
for its flight. The Mississippi Kite is typically observed in motion, cutting through the air 
with precision. Seeing multiple individuals come together at day’s end revealed a 
quieter side of their behavior, one that suggests both social tolerance and a shared use 
of space that isn’t always obvious during the day. 
Moments like this are a reminder that even familiar raptors can surprise us. With a bit 
of time in the field and a willingness to observe beyond the obvious, behaviors that 

might otherwise go unnoticed begin to emerge. 
While the elegance of a kite in flight is hard to overlook, it’s these quieter moments, when the day winds down and activity shifts, that often 
leave the strongest impression.  

   3

mailto:kathy.barton@sfvaudubon.org
mailto:pat.bates@sfvaudubon.org
https://support.folar.org/event/habitat-restoration-day-july/e652090
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Birdathon 2026 at Malibu Creek State Park By David J. Barton 

K athy and I regularly lead SFV 
Audubon’s monthly bird walk at 

Malibu Creek State Park, and we did so 
again in April 2026. As in prior years, we 
dedicated one of our regular spring bird 
walks to a very special event: Birdathon 
2026! The chapter’s major annual fund-
raiser for its environmental education 
programs, B irdathon creates the 
opportunity for donors to pledge funds 
for these programs in different ways—not 
only in a designated total amount, but 

also by pledging a specified amount per bird species observed by their selected team of birders. 

Birdathon always gives Kathy and me an extra added incentive to find as many species as possible at Malibu Creek State Park, and 
this year was no exception. Fortunately, last year’s terrible fires did not damage habitat at the park. 

We arrived at the park shortly before 8 a.m. on April 19. The weather was lovely, initially about 55 degrees Fahrenheit with crystal 
blue skies, and quickly warmed up. 

Our count group met at the usual spot in the parking lot, near the park trailhead. Team Barton was an 
astonishing 30 strong this year, including regulars like Chris and Ruth Tosdevin, Marie Bainbridge, Karen 
Ellis, and Chris Lord as well as some newcomers, including first-time birders like Rick Gruber. Some were 
chapter members; others not. Their ages ranged from early twenties to retired “senior citizens.” All were 
eager to hit the paths through the chaparral and riparian oak woodland of this gem of the Santa Monica 
Mountains.   

After introductions, announcements, and safety instructions, we got started. Avian activity was vigorous 
from the outset. Among our first sightings was a swarm of Cliff Swallows and a family of California Quail, 
ticked before we could hardly leave the parking lot! Acorn Woodpecker, Ash-throated Flycatcher, and 
California Scrub-Jay followed in rapid succession. 

We first tackled the fields near the campground, where Spotted Towhees, Northern House Wren, Oak 
Titmouse, and Northern Yellow Warbler sang almost constantly. There, we were treated to outstanding 
views of Yellow-breasted Chat, Lazuli Bunting, Blue Grosbeak, and Western Tanagers. Wow! 

As we continued down the trail, we had good looks at a pair of nesting Red-tailed Hawks and found a pair of Northern House Wrens 
entering and exiting a tree cavity. California Towhee, Yellow-rumped Warbler, and White-breasted Nuthatches added to our delight. 

We then returned to the trailhead after a brief restroom break, and 
headed down the path to Crag’s Road. At Las Virgenes Creek, we 
found a pair of Western Bluebird carrying food into a tree cavity. A bit 
further on, descending to the water’s edge at Malibu Creek, we 
enjoyed stunning views of chattering Red-winged Blackbirds and 
soaring American Kestrels while ticking off ducks, egrets, and 
cormorants for our list. American Bullfrogs impressed us with their 
size and entertained us with their amusing calls. 

Stopping briefly at a picnic table along Crag’s Road, we caught 
ourselves up on the day’s checklist. There, we enjoyed freshly-baked banana bread, courtesy of Chris 
Tosdevin, while we tallied up the species count. Fortified, we proceeded to the Visitor Center, finding 
a mated pair of Black Phoebes entering and exiting a cavity in a creekside boulder, carrying in food 
and carrying out fecal sacs. 

In under four hours, Team Barton had logged a whopping 56 species! Kathy and I were proud of our 
team of birders, but most importantly we were pleased to have raised cash for the worthy (next page) 
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Northern House Wren 
Photo: Katheryn Barton

Blue Grosbeak

Lazuli Bunting

Song Sparrow
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cause of environmental education. We were also pleased to be able to observe so many breeding behaviors, which we were careful 
to note with breeding codes in our eBird submissions in support of the newly organized California Bird Atlas. 

For a full list of the birds observed at Malibu Creek State Park during the 2026 Birdathon event, as well as photos of many of the birds 
we saw, we invite you to take a look at our eBird checklist. You can find it by entering https://ebird.org/atlascalifornia/checklist/
S324423924 on your browser. We also invite you to join us on the third Sunday of any month for our regular bird walk at the park.  
Details can be found at https://sfvaudubon.org/event/malibu-creek-state-park/.  

Extraordinary Hansen Dam Birdathon Bird Walk by Pat Bates


Usually our bird walk groups are not quite this excitable, but 
the 4’ Coachwhip (Masticophis flagellum) slithering unseen 

behind photographer Steve Barbusa got everyone’s attention!


It is a pleasure leading the Hansen Dam bird walks for the San 
Fernando Valley Audubon Society. Our first test walk  led to 
sightings of a pair of Northern Harriers!! We started the walks at 
Hansen in 2015, and for several years had the walks at Orcas 
Equestrian Park along the Tujunga Wash with a high point to see 
Cactus Wrens—there was a large accumulation of nests in 
cholla thickets there. After fire destroyed a significant portion of 
habitat at Orcas several years ago, I moved the walk to the dam 
area. Then the pandemic hit. For at least a year I did the walk 
alone every 4th Saturday just for historical record. Gradually 
more and more folks joined informally.


Currently we meet at the Hansen Dam Ranger Station at 0800 
every fourth Saturday of the month unless it is seriously raining 
or officially and very rarely cancelled. 
The Hansen Dam is at the confluence 
of the Big and Little Tujunga Washes. 
The basin covers 1461 acres, most of 
it leased to the City of Los Angeles 
for recreation purposes. The dam 
was built in 1940 for flood-risk 
management for portions of the San 
F e r n a n d o Va l l e y a n d a r e a s 

contiguous to the Los Angeles River. Because the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers often leaves 
flood waters sequestered for significant periods of time, the Hansen Dam walks are 
occasionally diverted, shortened and improvised! If conditions are dicey and changing I check 
the Hansen Dam Water Data website to see how flooded it is. 


Our April 2026 Birdathon bird walk did not disappoint. We saw many species before even getting too far, including a pair 
of Red-shouldered Hawks. The weather was cool, and the walk to the back side of the lake was pleasant. We eventually 
registered 47 species of birds including stunning Western Tanagers and Blue Grosbeaks. The number of birds in the lake 
remains low for undetermined reasons. The area is host to the endangered Least Bell’s Vireo—which we detected at four 
different locations. Interestingly, we found a Brown-headed Cowbird trap placed by the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
and were there while it was monitored. The cowbirds are brood parasites and further endanger the Bell’s Vireos and 
other smaller song birds. Here is a link to the eBird list, which has many photos attached. 
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Birdathon 2026
It’s not too late to donate!

Click or scan the QR code

4’ Coachwhip (Masticophis flagellum)

Blue Grosbeak photo by Steve Barbusa

https://ebird.org/atlascalifornia/checklist/S324423924
https://ebird.org/atlascalifornia/checklist/S324423924
https://sfvaudubon.org/event/malibu-creek-state-park/
https://water.usace.army.mil/overview/spl/locations/hansen
https://ebird.org/atlascalifornia/checklist/S327322433
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/7LAUTJecYqdtTfFje5hdmQ
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Ojai Raptor Center Concert Fundraiser by Joanne Millius


K en and I attended a fundraiser put on by one of our partner organizations, the Ojai Raptor 
Center (ORC). It was held Saturday, April 18 at the Ojai Art Center. During the first hour of the 

fundraiser, snacks and drinks were provided by staff and members of the ORC. While we ate, we 
mingled with other guests in the backyard of the Art Center. A biofacts table was set up 
highlighting the type of raptors they care for. This table provided people with the opportunity to 
handle feathers, bones, and other specimens to better understand key raptor adaptations. They 
also provided another table with hats and t-shirts for sale. 

The second half of the event was an indoor concert. We were ushered into the Art Center and 
listened to six accomplished musicians that made up the Wild Harmony Chamber Group. The 
concert featured music written by J.S. Bach, Franz Schubert, and Amadeus Mozart. The musicians 

also performed a song specifically written for ORC called The Raptors 
of Ojai, by the artist and writer Cody Anderson. The concert featured 
combinations of wind and string instruments, including the flute, 
oboe, violin, and viola. It raised around $8,000 to support young 
raptors that are taken in by the center during the spring nesting 
months. 

Ojai Raptor Center is an organization dedicated to the care and 
protection of wildlife through rehabilitation and release of sick, 
injured, or orphaned wildlife. They also educate and inspire the 
community to become stewards of the environment. In 2025 they 
participated in the treatment of 700 avians, 80 mammals, and 21 
reptiles. Although they treat different kinds of wildlife, they 
primarily treat raptors. 

Kim Stroud, the founder of ORC, has served as Executive Director for the past 25 years. In 2025 she stepped 
down from the director position so that she could again care for the wildlife in a more hands-on capacity. 
Under her leadership, the Ojai Raptor Center grew into a well-respected rehabilitation facility. 

In November of 2025, Chris Eksteen became the next Executive Director of ORC. He brings more than 15 years 
of leadership in conservation, education, and community engagement. More recently, he served in a senior 
leadership role at the Cape Leopard Trust in Cape Town, South Africa. He holds a Master’s degree in 
Environmental Education and studied Business Management and Tourism Management. 

Moving forward, ORC looks to enhance their facilities, expand their team, and deepen their impact through 
wildlife education. SFV Audubon has supported the Center over the past few years, and looks forward to 
supporting them in the future.  
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Chris Eksteen, new Executive 
Director of Ojai Raptor Center

Bushtit and Osprey seen on the Beginner Bird Walk, at the Sepulveda Basin, on April 11, 2026. Photos by Steve Barbusa

Jaclyn DeSantis

Alyssa Torkelson and Riki Saint John
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To become a member and/or renew online go to 
https://www.sfvaudubon.org/membership/ 

It is fast, secure, saves time, and paper!

PHAINOPEPLA is copyrighted ©2026 by the San Fernando Valley Audubon 
Society. All rights reserved. All photographs used in the PHAINOPEPLA are 
used by permission and are copyrighted material of the credited photographers.

The PHAINOPEPLA, published six times a year, is the newsletter of the San 
Fernando Valley Audubon Society, P.O. Box 7769, Van Nuys, CA 91409. San 
Fernando Valley Audubon Society is a non-profit chapter of the National Audubon 
Society, and is dedicated to “Nature Education and the Conservation of Wildlife.” 
Articles, letters, drawings, and photographs concerning conservation, ecology, 
birding, chapter activities, and articles of interest to the membership are welcome 
for publication in the PHAINOPEPLA. 
Material from other newsletters or newspapers should include the source and date. 
Copy for the PHAINOPEPLA should be in the hands of the editor by the 3rd of the 
month to be included in the following month’s newsletter. 
Membership to National Audubon is separate and can be initiated on 
the website www.Audubon.org.   

If you have any questions about membership, renewals, change of address or any 
other membership concerns, please contact Bill Lepler at (747) 237-3720 or e-mail 
him at membership@sfvaudubon.org.

Or mail this form and include a check made payable to: 
SFV Audubon Society 
Attn: Membership 
P.O. Box 7769 
Van Nuys, CA 91409 

New Member _____   Renewal _____  

Regular 1-yr Chapter Membership…………$25	 $ _____ 
Student (K-PhD) 1-yr Chapter Membership…$10	 $ _____ 
   School ___________________________  
Lifetime Chapter Membership………….…$500	 $_____ 
[ ___ ] Do not mail newsletter, I will read it online 
Tax Deductible Contribution to SFVAS	 $ _____ 

Total	 $ _____ 
Name ________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________ 
City, State, ZIP _________________________________ 
Phone __________________________ 
E-mail (PLEASE INCLUDE) 
_____________________________________________ 

How did you learn about SFVAS? 
_____________________________________________  
If you want to join or renew by check, please be sure to include your e-mail address if you 
want to receive an acknowledgment. We can no longer thank you by regular mail. If you do not 
have an e-mail address, please know how much we appreciate  your involvement with, and 
support of, SFVAS.

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Chapter Phone Number. To reach a board member or event leader you 

may call our forwarding message service at  (747) 237-3720  
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS	  
President:	 Katheryn Barton	  
1st Vice President:	 Rebecca LeVine	  
2nd Vice President:	 Teri Carnesciali	  
Treasurer:	 Paula Orlovich	  
Corresponding Secretary:	 Barbara Heidemann	  
Recording Secretary:	 Pat Bates	  
AT-LARGE DIRECTORS	 	  
Natalie Beckman-Smith  
Jolene Herz 
Bill Lepler	 	  
Oscar “Rod” Rodriguez 
Ryan Carter 
Susan White	  
CHAIR DIRECTORS	  
Joanne Millius/Programs 
Marianne Davis/Publicity 
Muriel Kotin/Youth Activities 
Richard Davis/Birdathon	  
Pat Turner/Sales & Service 
Alexander deBarros/Christmas Bird Count	  
Charlie Wilken/Outreach	 	  
SPECIAL COMMITTEES/WORKING GROUPS/PROGRAMS 
Annual Awards:	 Paul Orlovich 
Beginner Bird Walk	 Natalie Beckman-Smith 
Birdability/Signage:	 Richard Davis 
Birdathon	 Richard Davis 
Bird Boxes	 Natalie Beckman-Smith 
Bird Sit w/Nature Journaling:	 Teri Carnesciali 
	 Mary Lou Sharp 
Christmas Bird Count	 Alexander deBarros 
Classroom Education (SMC):	 Katheryn Barton 
Conservation Investments:	 Richard Davis  
Conservation/Sustainability:	 Co-Chair: Patricia Bates 
	 Co-Chair: Joanne Millius 
Editor Phainopepla:	 Rebecca LeVine 
Field Trips:	 Alexander deBarros 
Finance:	 Joanne Millius 
GO Native SFV:	 Patricia Bates 
Hansen Dam Birding:	 Patricia Bates  
Hospitality:	 Teri Carnesciali 
Malibu Creek Birding:	 Katheryn & Dave Barton	  
Membership:	 Bill Lepler 
O’Melveny Wander:	 Paula Orlovich 
Outreach:	 Charlie Wilken 
Programs:	 Joanne Millius 
Publicity:	 Marianne Davis	 	 	
Sales and Service;	 Pat Turner 
SBEEP:	 Paula Orlovich 
Scholarships and Grants:	 Marianne & Richard Davis 
Sepulveda Basin Steering:	 Patricia Bates 
Sepulveda Basin Birding:	 Alexander deBarros 
Social Media:	 Susan White 
Strategic Planning:	 Marianne Davis 
Web Coordinator:	 Jolene Herz 
Website/Technical:	 Heather Mims 
Youth Activities 	 Co-Chair Muriel Kotin 
	 Co-Chair Natalie Beckman-Smith

For Chapter leaders’ e-mail addresses, see our Website: 
www.SFVAudubon.org 

Follow us @sfvaudubon 

Found an injured animal? Call Wildlife Rescue Center at (818) 222-2658

http://sfvaudubon.org
https://www.sfvaudubon.org/membership/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.SFVAudubon.org
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Bird Sit Bulletin by Teri Carnesciali 

A t our monthly Bird Sit many 
of us either draw or paint 

images of the birds we’re 
observing that morning. That can 
be challenging since the birds are 
in motion much of the time. One 
approach is to sketch them 
quickly. Another is to take a 
photo then and there and draw 
from that photo. Either of those 
approaches accomplishes the 
purposes of appreciating the 
birds in the moment and of 

jogging our recollection of the experience later on. 

At one Bird Sit Claudette Newman was enjoying watching a nuthatch 
feeding. It was moving all around a tree trunk in typical nuthatch 
fashion, positioning itself upside down in order to catch insects in the 
crevices that others might miss while viewing the world right-side up! 
Claudette decided to show the one little bird in several different 
positions all at once. We love the result. 

You can find more information in the Events Calendar. Contact Teri 
Carnesciali at teri.carnesciali@sfvaudubon.org, to reserve your spot. The 
Bird Sit will be on summer hiatus in July and August.

Great News!  
San Fernando Valley Audubon Society 
(SFVAS) is honored to announce that we 
have been selected California Senate 
District 27's Nonprofit of the Year for 2026! 
Thank you California State Senator Henry 
Stern for recognizing our chapter with this 
award. SFVAS is a chapter of the National 
A u d u b o n S o c i e t y, a n d h a s b e e n 
incorporated since 1906 as the California 
Audubon Society. Our mission includes the 
protection  of birds and our shared 
environment through action, advocacy, and 
education—and we value the support of 
Sen. Stern in these conservation efforts.

mailto:teri.carnesciali@sfvaudubon.org
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